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In response to the Official Action of May 20, 2002, and pursuant to 37 CFR 1.116, 
applicant respectfully requests that the claims of the above-identified application be amended as 
follows: 
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REMARKS 

On page 3 of the Office Action of May 20, 2002, the Examiner objected to claims 7-10 as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim (claim 1). The Examiner continued by noting that 
claims 7-10 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. Claim 7 depends directly from claim 1 . Claims 8- 
10 depend, directly or indirectly, from claim 7. Thus, Applicant has rewritten claim 7 in 
independent form, including all of the limitations of claim 1 . No new matter was added. As a 
dependent claim is presumed to include the limitations of the base claim. Applicant also believes 
that the amendment does not narrow the scope of protection or the availability of equivalents 
afforded to amended claim 7 as compared to claim 7 as origmally submitted. Applicant submits 
that the aforementioned amendment places claim 7 and claims 8-10, dependent, directly or 
indirectly, from claim 7, in condition for allowance. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the objection. 

Attached hereto is a mariced-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to show changes made/^ 
A Request for a Two Month Extension of Time and associated fee is enclosed herewith. 
Applicant does not believe any additional fees are due, but authorizes the Commissioner to 
charge any deficiencies or refund overpayments to Deposit Account No, 18-1215 . 
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ResRSctfuUy submitted, /] ^ 

Gwendolyn L. Gill 
US. Reg. No. 46,214 

Kennedy Covington Lobdell & Hickman, L.L.P. 
Hearst Tower 

214 North Tryon Street, 47*** Floor 
Charlotte, NC 28202-4006 
(704) 331-7569 
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